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Reagan Is Fauhed
@n Openness Issue

Bv George Lardner; Jr
: v. A washmzmn msmrvmm :
The Reavan admxmstratxon dwenes a, faxhng
grade” for xts stance on almost every ‘issue involv-
ing openness:in government.’ accordm, to the So- |
cxetv of’ Profeﬂsmnal Journalists, 7+ ¢ €y 1
The admuustratnon “consistently.” took actxons
l..at year that’wquld’r restrict the flow- of*informa-
tion aboutthe-federal government:to:the people
who pay for-it,” the society, whichis-also known as.
Sigma- Delta Chi, protested: in a*statemenb lssued
\eqterday by its national officers.®
It said irr a review: of 10 issues that the steps
taken by President Reagan and his-administration-

Anendment." L el -E

The 28, OOO-member-group faulted Reagan for-
holdmc fewer news conferences than any first-year.
presxdent in-atleast: 50-years-and flunked his ad-
winistration on virtually every\other_ openness in

Included in the :.oclety s cn
« Administration efforts to. downgrade the Free-'

-dom. of Information, ‘Act’ and’ make- it easxer to

withhold. ‘information - from- the- pubhc. Many ‘of
the proposals have been incorporated.in a bill ap-,
proved by a Senate Judiéiary subcommittee. ]

¢ Administration backmg' Jof “'the ™ so-called

. 'names of: agents”. blll which: would. for. the, first

time, ‘criminalize 'the pubhcahon ‘of - information

. derived from the public_record. Already passed by’

the. House, the bill could. subject. journalists. and
others to prison terms for disclosing the names of
present and former CIA operauva. T L

.. Draftmg of an executive ofder- that would'
'nake it easier for vovemment agencies to classifyy
information- asn“top secret”: and " “confi-

THE WASHINGTON POST
31 January 1982

‘ple are hardly-in'a position to hold their govern-

‘withhold, information,_have had relatxvely smooth

clential” dnd much harder for them to declassify it..

"Other steps that alarmew .
from CIA cutbacks on back«round bneﬁngs and
public information to White House attempts to.
plug “politically - inopportune news leaks™ and
White House claims of executive pnvxleve as ap-
plicable to the entire- "dehberatxve process of the
executive branch.”

" The only performance that won a passing grade
in the journalists’ view was the administration‘s
forceful opposition to efforts by the United Na-
tions.Economic and Social Council (UNESCO) “to-4
regulate journalists around the world and i mpose‘
vovemmental controls on the flowof news. 5 ¥

-+ The WhlteHouse, in assembling its own report
“card on Reagan’s first-year-as. prwdent “msely

chose - not , to .include .. his<' score on< open-:
‘government issues; the socnety saxJ e M )
£ “During his' 1980 .campaign, the Joumahsts

group conclnded ““Mr. Reagan promised to: gek
government off the backs of the people.’ But peo~

‘ment ' accountable - if - they-are prevented-from -
learning what it.is doing.” < -
%, The i ght over the Freedom of lnformatlon Acts
is expected to resume shortly-in_the Senate Judi-

ciary- Committee.” Proposals to make-it easier toy

e R

‘sailing there thus far; but & mdevanety of organ-:-
izations, including the*AFL-CIO, is- mounting- a -
_campawn o prevent ‘any major changes, =300 33,
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